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ceived. His mission was also of value to posterity, for
it enabled Saint-Simon to devote some vivid chapters
to a description of the Court and the courtiers of Spain.
In 1723 the Regent died, and Saint-Simon took no
further part in public affairs. He lived for the most
part at his country seat, largely employed in arranging
and correcting the voluminous Memoirs, which began
with his first entry into public life and closed with his
final retirement at the death of the Regent, extending
over a period of more than thirty years. He died in
1755 at the age of eighty.

The Memoirs of Saint-Simon occupy a unique posi-
tion in literature. In accuracy of detail, in the correct-
ness of his judgments, there is often much to be desired.
The animosities of the writer tinge all that he narrates;
he was filled with rancor against most of his contempo-
raries; he describes them with a fervor of hatred that
few could feel and still fewer could express. Seen in
the haze of his animosities, persons of average human
wickedness become monsters of crime.

Notwithstanding this, these Memoirs furnish a pict-
ure of the reign of Louis XIV. and of the Regency of
the Duke of Orleans, which is unequalled by any other
work of that period, and unexcelled by the memoirs
of any period. There may be mistakes as to facts, there
may be misconceptions as to personages, but the entire
life of the time is described with a marvellous vividness.
He portrayed the scenes he witnessed as did the great
Venetian painters, with that brilliancy of coloring that
has made them immortal.